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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the 2002 Environmental Scorecard for
the Minnesota State Legislature, created by the
Minnesota League of Conservation Voters
(MNLCV).

Minnesotans need legislative leaders who value
our state’s incredible natural heritage. MNLCV’s
mission is to elect effective candidates, hold our
elected officials accountable, and educate voters
on the broad range of conservation and
environmental issues. Keeping the public informed
about the positions and actions of their legislators
is central to this mission.

The Environmental Scorecard provides objective,
factual information about the environmental voting
records for all members of the Minnesota
Legislature’s 82nd session. An overview of the
session and analysis of key votes are also included
to enhance awareness of the environmental
programs and funding decisions tackled by the
legislature this year.

Experts from respected environmental and
conservation organizations provided crucial input
on the selection of votes used to grade legislators.
Votes scored cover a range of policies and budgets
for water quality, conservation and public lands,
human health and the environment, land use, and
energy. These votes presented legislators with a
real choice on protecting the environment and
clearly help distinguish those who are working 
for — or against — environmental protection.

While useful, the scores included here provide
only one component of each legislator’s
environmental record. Factors such as leadership
in committee, in caucuses, and on the floor, as
well as vision and determination also play a
crucial role and are certainly considered by
MNLCV when making endorsements.

In addition to the 2002 session score, you will
find a 2001 score and 2001-2002 biennium
score. In a change from last year, absences are
now marked as an A, however they continue to be
counted as negative vote in the score.

Special thanks are due to all of the committed
conservation and environmental leaders who
provided their valuable input for the
Environmental Scorecard. 

We also greatly appreciate the legislators who work
so hard for the people of Minnesota. MNLCV looks
forward to working with each of these decision-
makers to preserve Minnesota’s clean air, pure
water, and beautiful natural areas.
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Momentum grows for stronger environmental policies

While the 2002 ride was rocky, overall momentum
is growing in the Senate and House for stronger
policies that protect our air, land and water. Scores
statewide in both the Senate and House rose 15
percent from 2001 to 2002. Republican scores rose
50 percent. (See page 4.) Strategic, well-coordinated
grassroots and media campaigns
helped fuel successes. Ongoing
political work by MNLCV and our
colleagues over the past few years has
also played an important role. 

Governor Ventura kicked off the
session on a very positive note with
a budget full of excellent
recommendations. Some programs
were left unfunded, but he included
98 percent of the $90 million in
bonding requests from the
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR), $7 million for wastewater
infrastructure and $10 million for closed landfills. 

A strong coalition designed two common-sense
proposals to improve the state’s water quality. The
first restricts the use of phosphorus — long
recognized as a major contributor to algae blooms
in Minnesota lakes. (Senate and House Votes 1.)
The second gets people involved by promoting
citizen monitoring of lakes and rivers. (Senate and

House Votes 2.) Both bills found support from the
House, Senate and Governor, despite poorly
advised efforts to kill the bills by the state
Chamber of Commerce and agricultural interests. 

After years of hard work by Northern Minnesota
activists, restrictions on the use of ATVs in state
forests were finally put in place. (Senate Vote 5.)

Excellent media coverage helped
make real the destruction that these
machines wreak on public lands. 

Other proactive efforts to protect
human health and the environment
met with mixed success. Both the
Senate and House voted on bills
that begin to address the overuse of
antibiotics in livestock. A Senate
version calling for a study by the
Department of Health passed and
was enacted into law.  The House
bill — banning ongoing low-level
use — failed. (Senate Vote 6 and

House Vote 3.) Efforts in the House to require a
study of childhood asthma, and the factors that
cause it, also failed. (House Vote 5.) An attempt to
move monitoring of pesticides in groundwater from
the Department of Agriculture, where the program
falls short, to the Department of Health, failed in
the Senate and passed in the House. The bill did
not make it into law. (Senate Vote 7 and House

OVERVIEW OF THE 2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The 2002 ride was
rocky, but overall

momentum is
growing in the

House and Senate
for stronger
policies that

protect our air,
land and water. 

ROLLER COASTER SESSION — THRILLING START, JOLTING STOP
Minnesota voters value pure water, green space, woods and the wildlife that make our state so special.
But our values took a real roller coaster ride during the 2002 session as election-year wrangling and
deficit politics roared through the House, Senate and Governor's office. 

The session took off on a strong environmental note as a well-organized coalition delivered policy
initiatives to improve water quality by restricting phosphorus fertilizers and expanding citizen monitoring.
Years of hard work by Northern Minnesota residents also paid off when legislators voted to curtail use of
All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) in state forests.  

On the policy downside, programs to protect human health met with only limited success. A number of
creative new initiatives were stymied, including efforts to address the overuse of livestock antibiotics, cut
childhood asthma and monitor pesticide pollution in drinking water.  

Things appeared to be on an upswing when both the Senate and House produced carefully crafted
bonding bills that included badly needed investments for parks, reforestation, stream restoration and
fisheries. The ride turned rocky, however, when attempts to build a sound transportation system with
choices such as transit — not just bigger highways — were derailed by rampant election year politics.  

The session jolted to an abrupt halt when Governor Ventura vetoed nearly all of the hard-earned
environmental funding sent to him as part of a final bonding bill passed in the closing hours of session.
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Vote 4.) A ban on large open-air manure lagoons
was also defeated. (Senate Vote 4.)

Rampant Election Year Politics

Election year posturing was a major factor in the
2002 session. The normal two-year election cycle
was complicated by a redistricting plan that
dramatically changed Greater Minnesota and
suburban districts. Each week saw new
announcements by legislators retiring or running
for a different office. Top leaders in both the
Senate and House — Roger Moe and Tim Pawlenty
— announced their candidacy for Governor.
Governor Ventura kept people guessing about his
future, not announcing his retirement until the
session was over.

Transportation policy bore the brunt of all this
jockeying. House leadership took a stand against
funding the Northstar commuter rail line from
Minneapolis to St. Cloud. While some of the
repeated bipartisan attempts to secure $8 million
in the House bonding bill passed (House Vote 6.),
the effort eventually failed. Funding in the Senate
bill was retained. (Senate Vote 8.) Perennial efforts
to find funding for a massive bridge across the St.
Croix River at Stillwater were dusted off again and
met with failure in the Senate and success in the
House. (Senate Vote 9 and House Vote 7.)

Things also grew lively late in the session when all
of the major party candidates for Governor
announced that — if elected — they would
support constitutional dedication of some sales tax
revenues for wildlife and fish habitat, parks and
trails. Sporting and conservation groups have
worked long and hard to guarantee state funding
for wildlife and fish habitat. Unfortunately,
procedural wrangling kept the effort from getting a
clean vote in the House or Senate. 

All of these election year shenanigans pale in
comparison to Governor Ventura’s final act as the
veto Governor. No single person has more impact
on this state’s precious resources than the
Governor. That point was made very clear as
Ventura decimated the House and Senate bonding
bill, which included many of his own
recommendations. In his election year fury,
Ventura used his veto power to vent frustration and
play politics instead of following through on his
promise to invest in tourism and our invaluable
natural heritage.

OVERVIEW OF THE 2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Committee Leaders Play Key Role

Votes selected for the Environmental
Scorecard provide an important record of
actions taken publicly on the Senate and
House floors. There is, however, an equally
important body of work that goes on in
committees. By many accounts, committee
work is where the real rubber meets the road.
Thousands of problems are addressed and
countless compromises are cobbled together
before any bill hits the floor.

Committee chairs are instrumental in making
that process work — especially in the
legislature’s partisan atmosphere. They spend
huge amounts of time addressing concerns
raised in committee and finding solutions.
Chairs of six committees worked especially
hard this year to keep the wheels turning. 

Senator Jane Krentz continued her stellar
record serving as Chair of the Senate
Environment and Natural Resources Committee.
Krentz authored the phosphorus restriction bill
and worked hard on the ATV restrictions and
many other hot issues. Senator Len Price made
sure that a coalition-backed bonding package
passed through his Environment and Agriculture
Budget Division. Senator Keith Langseth, Chair
of the Senate Capital Investment Committee,
sorted through billions of dollars in proposals
and helped secure funding for water quality,
parks and conservation.

Representative Dennis Ozment, Chair of the
House Environmental Policy Committee, did
yeoman service shepherding bills on
phosphorus, citizen monitoring and ATVs.
Representative Mark Holsten, who chairs the
House Environment and Natural Resources
Finance Committee, also worked hard to
minimize budget cuts for programs highly at
risk in this deficit session. Finally,
Representative Jim Knoblach, Chair of the
House Capital Investments Committee, helped
fund a parks package and fought an uphill
battle to keep funding for the Northstar
commuter rail project. 
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SUMMARY OF SCORES

2002 MINNESOTA LEGISLATURE AVERAGE SCORES

2002 2001 2002 2001 
SENATE SENATE HOUSE HOUSE

Statewide Average 62 54 57 50
Greater Minnesota Districts 52 44 44 40
Suburban Districts 68 53 58 45
Urban Districts 81 90 96 92
DFL Average 78 77 88 84
Independence Average 30 66 NA NA
Republican Average 30 20 30 19

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEES’ LEADERSHIP SCORES

SENATE COMMITTEES CHAIR SCORE RANKING REPUBLICAN SCORE

Agriculture Murphy 40 Dille 50
Environment & Natural Resources Committee Krentz 100 Pariseau 30
Environment & Agriculture Budget Division Price 90 Berg 40
Taxes Pogemiller 90 Belanger 50
Telecommunications, Energy & Utilities Metzen 80 Scheevel 30

HOUSE COMMITTEES CHAIR SCORE RANKING DFL SCORE

Agriculture Policy Finseth 0 Kubly 63
Agriculture & Rural Development Finance Ness 13 Peterson 63
Environment & Natural Resources Policy Ozment 38 Wagenius 100
Environment & Natural Resources Finance Holsten 25 Osthoff 75
Regulated Industries Wolf 25 Jennings 38
Taxes Abrams 63 Anderson, I 63

PARTY LEADERS’ SCORES VS. RANK AND FILE SCORES

SENATE HOUSE

DFL SCORE DFL SCORE

Moe Majority Leader 60 Pugh Minority Leader 100
Hottinger Assistant Majority Leader 90 Entenza Minority Whip 100

Senate DFL Leadership Average 75 House DFL Leadership Average 100
Senate DFL Average 78 House DFL Average 88

REPUBLICAN SCORE REPUBLICAN SCORE

Day Minority Leader 20 Sviggum Speaker 13
Pawlenty Majority Leader 25

Senate Republican Leadership Average 20 House Republican Leadership Average 19
Senate Republican Average 30 House Republican Average 30
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WATER QUALITY
1. Phosphorus Fertilizer Restrictions

Excess phosphorus is a huge contributor to the
algae blooms choking our lakes. Run-off from lawn
fertilizers is one of the biggest sources of excess
phosphorus. Ironically, most Minnesota yards don’t
even need phosphorus.

The common sense proposal included in SF 1555
restricts the sale of any phosphorus fertilizer for
yards in the Twin Cities area. No fertilizer with
greater than 3 percent phosphorus content can be
sold in Greater Minnesota communities. New
lawns, golf courses, agricultural lands and property
where tests confirm low phosphorus levels in the
soil are exempt. March 8, 2002. (Senate Journal
page 5203.) Yes is the correct vote. The bill
passed 64-1.

2. Citizen Water Monitoring 

Unknown to most people, only 14 percent of
Minnesota’s lakes and 5 percent of streams have
had water quality tests. The limited testing
completed reveals disturbing problems, putting in
question the waters’ use for drinking, swimming or
fishing. This lack of information prevents state
agencies, local governments and our families from
identifying problems and evaluating the solutions
needed to keep our communities and children safe. 

SF 2932 directs the Pollution Control Agency to
train local citizens to properly collect data, greatly
increasing our knowledge of the health and safety of
waters. March 13, 2002. (Senate Journal page
5303.) Yes is the correct vote. The bill passed 62-0.

3. Animal Feedlots Law Enforcement

Manure is a significant pollutant to Minnesota’s
lakes and rivers. Senator Kenric Scheevel (R-
Preston) moved an amendment to HF 3183 that
exempted operators running manure lagoons and
spreading manure on land from responsibility for
their pollution. It also blocked the state attorney
general from getting an injunction to stop a
manure lagoon that is illegally polluting
Minnesota’s waters with manure. April 18, 2002.
(Senate Journal page 6261.) No is the correct
vote. The amendment passed 33-25. 

4. Manure Lagoon Ban

Large, open-air manure lagoons create
unmanageable amounts of air pollution and
significant odor problems for Minnesota’s
communities. In 1998, the legislature passed a
moratorium against new construction of lagoons.
That ban was renewed in 2000 in anticipation of
the completion of a statewide study of
environmental impacts. That study recommended
continuing the ban. Senator Becky Lourey (DFL-
Kerrick) offered an amendment to SF 3183 that
would have done just that. April 18, 2002.
(Senate Journal page 6263.) Yes is the correct
vote. The amendment failed 25-32.

CONSERVATION AND 
PUBLIC LANDS

5. All Terrain Vehicle Restrictions in State Forests 

For years, All Terrain Vehicles have run rampant in
state forests – disturbing local communities,
damaging lands and polluting waters. Senator Tony
Kinkel’s (DFL-Park Rapids) amendment to SF
2674 limited the use of state forests for the
vehicles to 2,000 miles of designated trails. In
addition, it required environmental review of all
trail projects by the Department of Natural
Resources and gave the department authority to
close trails if there is significant environmental
damage. March 22, 2002. (Senate Journal page
5647.) Yes is the correct vote. The amendment
passed 41-21.

HUMAN HEALTH

6. Keep Antibiotics Effective 

The overuse of antibiotics is diminishing their
effectiveness in treating sick people. Overuse in
animal agriculture has been scientifically linked to
resistant bacteria in humans that cannot be killed
with standard amounts of antibiotics. Senator Jane
Krentz (DFL-May) moved an amendment to HF
3031 directing the Department of Health to
determine solutions to preserve the effectiveness
of antibiotics for human health. April 3, 2002.
(Senate Journal page 6149.) Yes is the correct
vote. The amendment passed 41-23.
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SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS



2002 MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD

6 SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

7. Pesticides in Drinking Wate

Millions of Minnesotans use groundwater wells to
get their drinking water. Unfortunately, the
Department of Agriculture has failed to carry out
its obligation to monitor the presence of pesticides
in our groundwater. Senator Ellen Anderson (DFL-
St. Paul) offered an amendment to HF 3183 to
give the Department of Health the responsibility to
monitor for pesticides in groundwater. April 18,
2002. (Senate Journal page 6266.) Yes is the
correct vote. The amendment failed 24-34.

TRANSPORTATION

8. Northstar Commuter Rail 

The Northstar Corridor — between Minneapolis
and St. Cloud — is one of the state’s fastest
growing areas. Communities all along the corridor
support development of the Northstar Commuter
Rail as a long-term, cost- and energy-efficient
alternative to more highways. Rail produces
significantly less air pollution and storm water
runoff than highways, with minimal impact to
farmland, wildlife habitat and open space. This
project offers a strong backbone for responsible,
sustainable development in the corridor. Senator
Mady Reiter’s (R-Shoreview) amendment to HF
980 called for removal of all funding for the
project. February 18, 2002. (Senate Journal page
4478.) No is the correct vote. The amendment
failed 8-51.

9. Stillwater Bridge Funding

As one of Minnesota’s crown jewels, the St. Croix
National Scenic Riverway must be carefully
preserved and protected. Plans for a large freeway-
style bridge through this special waterway near
Stillwater have been pushed for years.
Environmentalists oppose the project because it
will increase sprawl, damage water quality and
cost taxpayers more than $100 million. Senator
Bachmann (R-Stillwater) offered an amendment to
HF 980 to provide $15 million towards the initial
costs of the project. February 18, 2002. (Senate
Journal page 4479.) No is the correct vote. The
amendment failed 23-39.

ENERGY

10. Power Plant Costs 

Energy regulations have long favored coal-burning
electricity generation plants under the guise of
cheap energy without looking at long-term
operating and environmental costs. Senator Martha
Robertson (R-Minnetonka) moved an amendment
to HF 3431 that would make initial construction
costs the only criteria that regulators could look at
when authorizing new power plants. March 27,
2002. (Senate Journal page 6077.) No is the
correct vote. The amendment failed 16-46. 
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%LEGISLATOR %% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

+ Pro-environment action
- Anti-environment action
| Ineligible to vote
A Absent for vote

Absence counts as negative

Anderson, Ellen DFL-66 100 100 100 + + + + + + + + + +

Bachmann, Michele R-56 70 16 43 + + + + + A + - - +

Belanger, Jr., William V. R-41 50 50 50 + + - - + - - + - +

Berg, Charlie R-13 40 16 28 + + - - - - - + + -

Berglin, Linda DFL-61 100 83 92 + + + + + + + + + +

Betzold, Don DFL-48 100 100 100 + + + + + + + + + +

Chaudhary, Satveer DFL-52 100 100 100 + + + + + + + + + +

Cohen, Dick DFL-64 60 100 80 + A + A + + A + + -

Day, Dick R-28 20 16 18 + + - - - - - A A -

Dille, Steve R-20 50 33 42 + + - - + - - + - +

Fischbach, Michelle R-14 50 33 42 + + - - + - - + - +

Foley, Leo DFL-49 100 100 100 + + + + + + + + + +

Fowler, Chuck DFL-26 90 83 87 + + + + + + - + + +

Frederickson, Dennis R-23 40 33 37 + + - - + + - A A A

Higgins, Linda DFL-58 80 100 90 + + A A + + + + + +

Hottinger, John DFL-24 90 83 87 + + + + + + - + + +

Johnson, Dave DFL-40 90 66 78 + + + + A + + + + +

Johnson, Dean DFL-15 60 66 63 + + - - + - - + + +

Johnson, Debbie R-50 40 16 28 + + - - - + - + - -

Johnson, Doug DFL-6 40 66 53 + A A A - + A A + +

Kelley, Steve DFL-44 100 83 92 + + + + + + + + + +

Kelly, Randy DFL-67 * 66 66

Kierlin, Bob R-32 40 16 28 + + - - - - - + - +
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%LEGISLATOR %% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

+ Pro-environment action
- Anti-environment action
| Ineligible to vote
A Absent for vote

Absence counts as negative

Kinkel, Tony DFL-4 70 50 60 + + - - + + - + + +

Kiscaden, Sheila R-30 30 16 23 + + A - + - - A A -

Kleis, Dave R-16 70 50 60 + + + A + + - + - +

Knutson, David R-36 60 16 38 + + - - + + + + - -

Krentz, Jane DFL-51 100 66 83 + + + + + + + + + +

Langseth, Keith DFL-9 50 66 58 + + - - - - - + + +

Larson, Cal R-10 20 16 18 + + - - - - - A - -

Lesewski, Arlene R-21 20 16 18 + + A A - - A A - -

Lessard, Bob I-3 30 66 48 + + A A A - A + - -

Limmer, Warren R-33 50 16 33 + + - - + + - - A +

Lourey, Becky DFL-8 100 66 83 + + + + + + + + + +

Marty, John DFL-54 100 100 100 + + + + + + + + + +

Metzen, James DFL-39 80 66 73 + + - + - + + + + +

Moe, Roger DFL-2 60 83 72 + + + - A + + A A +

Moua, Mee DFL-67 90 *** 90 + + A + + + + + + +

Murphy, Steven DFL-29 40 50 45 + A - - - - - + + +

Neuville, Tom R-25 30 16 23 A + - - + - - + - A

Oliver, Ed R-43 40 16 28 + + - - + + A - - -

Olson, Gen R-34 30 0 15 + + - - - + - - - -

Orfield, Myron DFL-60 50 66 58 + A A A + A A + + +

Ourada, Mark R-19 50 16 33 + + - A - + - + - +

Pappas, Sandy DFL-65 50 100 75 + + A A + A A + + -

Pariseau, Pat R-37 30 0 15 + + - - - + - - - -
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%LEGISLATOR %% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

+ Pro-environment action
- Anti-environment action
| Ineligible to vote
A Absent for vote

Absence counts as negative

Pogemiller, Lawrence DFL-59 90 83 87 + + + + A + + + + +

Prettner Solon, Yvonne DFL-7 100 *** 100 + + + + + + + + + +

Price, Len DFL-57 90 83 87 + + + + + + + + + A

Ranum, Jane DFL-63 100 100 100 + + + + + + + + + +

Reiter, Mady R-53 10 16 13 - + - - - - - - - -

Rest, Ann DFL-46 90 66 78 + + + + + + - + + +

Ring, Twyla DFL-18 100 83 92 + + + + + + + + + +

Robertson, Martha R-45 50 33 42 + + - - + + - + - -

Robling, Claire R-35 50 33 42 + + - - + + - - - +

Sabo, Julie DFL-62 90 100 95 + A + + + + + + + +

Sams, Dallas DFL-11 50 66 58 + + - - - - - + + +

Samuelson, Don DFL-12 40 66 53 + + - - - - - + + A

Scheevel, Kenric R-31 30 16 23 + + - - - - - - - +

Scheid, Linda DFL-47 60 66 63 A + - + A + + + + A

Schwab, Grace R-27 50 16 33 + + - - + - - + - +

Stevens, Dan R-17 40 16 28 + + A A - - A + - +

Stumpf, Leroy DFL-1 50 50 50 + + - - - - - + + +

Terwilliger, Roy R-42 40 16 28 + + - - + - - + - -

Tomassoni, David DFL-5 50 66 58 + + - - - + - A + +

Vickerman, Jim DFL-22 50 66 58 + + - - - - - + + +

Wiener, Deanna DFL-38 90 100 95 + + + + + + A + + +

Wiger, Chuck DFL-55 100 100 100 + + + + + + + + + +
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1. Phosphorus Fertilizer Restrictions

Excess phosphorus is a huge contributor to the
algae blooms choking our lakes. Run-off from lawn
fertilizers is one of the biggest sources of excess
phosphorus. Ironically, most Minnesota yards don’t
even need phosphorus.

The common sense proposal included in SF 1555
restricts the sale of any phosphorus fertilizer for
yards in the Twin Cities area. No fertilizer with
greater than 3 percent phosphorus content can be
sold in Greater Minnesota communities. New
lawns, golf courses, agricultural lands and property
where tests confirm low phosphorus levels in the
soil are exempt. Representative Dan Dorman (R-
Albert Lea) offered an amendment that would have
weakened this compromise by removing the ban in
the metropolitan area and eliminating the penalty
provisions. April 3, 2002. (House Journal page
7699.) No is the correct vote. The amendment
failed 28-103.

2. Citizen Water Monitoring 

Unknown to most people, only 14 percent of
Minnesota’s lakes and 5 percent of streams have
had water quality tests. The limited testing
completed reveals disturbing problems, putting in
question the waters’ use for drinking, swimming or
fishing. This lack of information prevents state
agencies, local governments and our families from
identifying problems and evaluating the solutions
needed to keep our communities and children safe. 

SF 2932 directed the Pollution Control Agency to
train local citizens to properly collect data, greatly
increasing our knowledge of the health and safety of
waters. March 18, 2002. (House Journal page
7151.) Yes is the correct vote. The bill passed 125-7.

HUMAN HEALTH

3. Antibiotics Use in Animals 

The overuse of antibiotics is diminishing their
effectiveness in treating sick people. Overuse in
animal agriculture has been scientifically linked to
resistant bacteria in humans that cannot be killed
with standard amounts of antibiotics.
Representative Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Minneapolis)
moved an amendment to ban the long-term use of
antibiotics that are not for the treatment of sick
animals. This is the first step in reducing the flood
of antibiotics into our environment. April 3, 2002.
(House Journal page 7685.) Yes is the correct
vote. The amendment failed 59-75.

4. Pesticides in Drinking Water

Millions of Minnesotans use groundwater wells to
get their drinking water. Unfortunately, the
Department of Agriculture has failed to carry out
its obligation to monitor the presence of pesticides
in our groundwater. Representative Jim Abeler (R-
Anoka) offered an amendment to SF 3098 giving
the Department of Health responsibility to monitor
for pesticides in groundwater. April 18, 2002.
(House Journal page 7997.) Yes is the correct
vote. The amendment passed 76-57.

5. Childhood Asthma

Recent studies show an alarming rise in the
number and severity of asthma among Minnesota’s
children. Representative Betty Folliard (DFL-
Hopkins) proposed an amendment to HF 2515
calling for a common sense study to determine the
prevalence of childhood asthma and to identify the
factors that may cause or exacerbate it. March 14,
2002. (House Journal page 7097.) Yes is the
correct vote. The amendment failed 61-71

HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS
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6. Northstar Commuter Rail

The Northstar Corridor – between Minneapolis and
St. Cloud - is one of the state’s fastest growing
areas. Communities all along the corridor support
development of the Northstar Commuter Rail as a
long-term, cost- and energy-efficient alternative to
more highways. Rail produces significantly less air
pollution and storm water runoff than highways,
with minimal impact to farmland, wildlife habitat
and open space. Representative Kathy Tinglestad
(R-Andover) moved an amendment to HF 3618
that would have invested a total of $12.9 million
in the Northstar project and other lines in the
metropolitan area. March 14, 2002. (House
Journal page 7112.) Yes is the correct vote. The
amendment passed 71-61.

7. Stillwater Bridge Funding

As one of Minnesota’s crown jewels, the St. Croix
National Scenic Riverway must be carefully
preserved and protected. Plans for a large freeway-
style bridge through this special waterway near
Stillwater have been pushed for years.
Environmentalists oppose the project because it
will increase sprawl, damage water quality and
cost taxpayers more than $100 million.
Representative Mark Holsten (R-Stillwater)
proposed an amendment that would force the
commissioner of Transportation to keep the bridge
project open, even if the department determined it
was not a priority for the state. March 27, 2002.
(House Journal page 7611.) No is the correct vote.
The amendment passed 77-50.

ENERGY

8. Power Plant Air Pollution

In a longtime effort to hold Minnesota utilities
accountable, environmental and conservation
groups have called for reductions in power plant
pollution that contaminates our air, water and fish.
This year, Representative Phyllis Kahn (DFL-
Minneapolis) offered an amendment to HF 2972
that would give the Public Utilities Commission
authority to order polluting utilities to participate
in Minnesota’s program to reduce air pollution.
March 22, 2002. (House journal page 7378.) Yes
is the correct vote. The amendment failed 65-67.

HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS



2002 MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD

12

I. 
AN

AL
YS

IS
II.

 S
EN

AT
E

SC
OR

ES
III

. H
OU

SE
SC

OR
ES

20
01

-2
 B

ie
nn

iu
m

Ph
os

ph
or

us
 F

et
ili

ze
r 

Re
st

ric
tio

ns
Ci

tiz
en

 W
at

er
 M

on
ito

rin
g

An
tib

io
tic

s 
Us

e 
in

 A
ni

m
al

s
Pe

st
ic

id
es

 in
 D

rin
ki

ng
 W

at
er

No
rth

st
ar

 C
om

m
ut

er
 R

ai
l

St
ill

w
at

er
 B

rid
ge

 F
un

di
ng

Po
w

er
 P

la
nt

  A
ir 

Po
llu

tio
n

Ch
ild

ho
od

 A
st

hm
a

20
02

 L
eg

is
la

tiv
e 

Se
ss

io
n

20
01

 L
eg

is
la

tiv
e 

Se
ss

io
n

%LEGISLATOR %% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

+ Pro-environment action
- Anti-environment action
| Ineligible to vote
A Absent for vote

Absence counts as negative

Abeler, Jim R-49A 88 46 67 + + + + + + - +

Abrams, Ron R-45A 63 20 41 + + + + + - - -

Anderson, Bruce R-19B 13 6 10 - + - - - - - -

Anderson, Irv DFL-03A 63 53 58 + - + + - + A +

Bakk, Tom DFL-06A 75 40 58 + + - + + + - +

Bernardy, Connie DFL-48B 100 100 100 + + + + + + + +

Biernat, Len DFL-59A 100 100 100 + + + + + + + +

Bishop, Dave R-30B 38 20 29 - + + - + - - -

Blaine, Greg R-12B 25 *** 25 - + - - - + - -

Boudreau, Lynda R-25B 25 26 26 + + - - - - - -

Bradley, Fran R-30A 25 20 23 + + - - - - - -

Buesgens, Mark R-35B 13 0 6 - + - - - - - -

Carlson, Lyndon DFL-46B 100 100 100 + + + + + + + +

Cassell, George R-10B 38 20 29 + + - + - - - -

Clark, James R-23A 25 13 19 + + - - - - - -

Clark, Karen DFL-61A 88 93 90 + + + + + + + A

Daggett, Roxann R-11A 25 20 23 + + - - - - - -

Davids, Gregory R-31B 13 13 13 - + - - - - - -

Davnie, Jim DFL-62A 100 100 100 + + + + + + + +

Dawkins, Andy DFL-65A 100 93 97 + + + + + + + +

Dehler, Steve R-14A 38 26 32 - + + - - + - -

Dempsey, Jerry R-29A 25 26 26 + + - - - - - -

Dibble, Scott DFL-60B 100 93 97 + + + + + + + +

Dorman, Dan R-27A 13 26 20 - + - - - - - -

Dorn, John DFL-24A 88 86 87 + + - + + + + +

Eastlund, Rob R-18A 13 26 20 - + - - - - - -

Entenza, Matt DFL-64A 100 100 100 + + + + + + + +


